
HBP1Kniuftav!KSBalH tI

Inp 8 i - V..V- - THE, SUN, FRIDAY, flfecjEMBEft 31898. t -

if FBIDAY; DECEMBER 20. 1808.

B EL Snbacrlptien by Mull, Pestpald.
if I, AttT, par Month SO BO

1 m PitLT, par Tor, eeo
t W VOTCDAY, par Year. 9 00
E IF BA1LT AUD SOHDAT, per Tear BOO

f K DJrtLT AKD BintDAT, per Month 70
K' 61 Postage to foreign countries added.
1' ft Tar Bus. Hew Tork City.

lapfit -- "
JL B JA Xioeq.n Ho. 13, near Orand Hotel, nd
W K JQqn Ko. 10, Donlerard de Capuelnta.

f fe ,ffr rtmdt iAe awer ui via 4iiiKirp( or
ft 8 pityiaLtUnmthU Kan rtlicUd rtUt ntumti, Ihiu

ii j mui fa all eaiutimlifamBier Mat purpeH.

I Ir Manila Hemp.

1 f i The unique fibre plant of the Philippines
i mL tacot tho least nmongournowncqulflltlons.

i E V BhaU mondpollzo ltd produotion unless
K ether tropical regions haro hotter bucooss

a I' In their furthor nttompts to transplant It.

f This far Manila bomp la a commerolal euo- -

& eeea only when raised In tbo Philippines.

ft It' Is one of the ohlof resources of tlio
K Islands, and for ten years this country has

i ;l taken an averngo of 41 per cent of the
6 W total exports.
(t p From the 'bast, or fibrous outor loaf,
W r comes the coarse, strong fibre which Is the

r best material used for sailcloths and cord- -

f, f age. It Is partloularjy reoommondod by
U f' the faot that It Is not easily, rotted by salt
I E water. Tlio flbro yielded by the Innor

f , stalks Is flno and weak, and from' It aro
K ftp woven textile fabrics suporlor In softness

f g and lightness to thoso mado of the beBt

Russian hemp. Thcso fabrics aro seldom
I I exported, boing bought by Chlneso nior--
I P chants at Manila for local consumption.

f This useful varloty of' tho banana plant,
j? f ylolds two qualities of flbro,
I tbo ono strong and coarse and tho other
t ' fine, soft and pliable, and both aro In great
; . demand.

4 Manila hemp produces, under tho best
l ' conditions, as high as 3,000 pounds of fibre
i to the aoro, and though 0,028,005 bales

haTO been exported In tho past ten years
T jv'1 the Industry Is still In Its infancy nnd Is

capable of enormous expansion. Its dovol- -

v I opmont, like all things under Spanish
i t colonial rule, has been spasmodic and
i h unsystematic. A recent writer on the

f Philippines says that under proper on--
j! - couragement tho Orient itself would ob--

L sorb moro than the entlro present product.
'' - The world's markets will tnko several fold

j tho quantity of flbro that is now supplied.
' m Wo shall see what Ataerlcan energy and

fi- g' Ingenuity will achieve In the development
g" of a great industry, which we may wholly

si W control, In a land whero there is not nslnglo
I wcll-ko- fnrm or plantation where
fr & there Is no agricultural machinery outside

m tho sugar mills, and whero a sharpened
' K stick does service as a plough.

ft Some Interesting Features of the Peace
S Treaty.
g The text of tho peace treaty which was

tl mt cabled from Madrid to The Sim deserves to
Wfa bo carefully studied. Not only should the
Wf ords employed In certain articles be
W scrutinized and weighed, but somo also of

j tho'' things which tho Commissioners re--
K, trained from saying will bo found slg- -

i g nlflcant.
fe 'If will bo observed, for Instance thatf

- whereas, by tho second and third articles,ft
HI Spain "cedes'; to the United States Porto

I" Wl Blcoand nil 'other Islands, except Cuba,
1 " K under, 8panlsh sovereignty in tho West
1 v& Indies, togethor with Guam and the Philip- -

1 plno archipelago, tho first article simply
R asserts that " Spuln renounces nil right ofi W sovereignty over Cuba." Tho Bnmo nrtldlo

I Mr 8008 on to provido that when the said Island
f1, m has been evacuated by Spain, it is to bo " oc-- w

m cuplod" by tho United States, which, "whllo
M the occupation continues," shall take upon

If m; themselves tho obligations which interna- -
9 fw tlonal law Imposos on them "by tho fact of

fifs occupation." It Is obvious that tho words
jr t quoted woro deliberately selected for tho
I K purpose of nullifying any claim on tho pait

K of holders of the Cuban bondsthat
f W those bonds constitute, in international
ft Wi law, an ftbligotlon incident to BOereignty
S m, nnd corresponding to mortgngos that "run
S K 1 t'le 'nnt'" 'I0 tor1118 f the treaty
5 W Ju'silfy tho position formerly taken by Tin:

E1 Stw, namely, that thero is no transfer of

i fe spyerelgnty over Cuba from Spain to tho
ft United States, and that, consequently, oven

. ffi It certain obligations bo deemed Inseparable
H 'rom sovereignty, wo cannot bo expected to

J? W- assumo them. Tho 6ovorolgnty over Cuba
K Is, for tho moment, in suspension, and our

s Ie frces nro ,n that island simply as provls-g- t
K Jonal occupiers, and the only obligation de-- P

W v'nffuPn them In that capacity is that
'm H of conserving tho public peace and protert--

H lng property. Had our diplomatists, who,
m we nro somotlmes told by European ciitlcs,

fe ffi ejre "untrained," employed words less stu-- A

m diously framed, wo might have affoided tho
Br Sre'nch holders of Spanlnh bonds a pretext

ft m for contending that wo had mado ourselves
W i reaponslblo for tho payment thereof.

E Equally sagacious and is tlio

j. m phraseology used In tho concluding sen- -
jjt ' & tence of the third articlfi. After reciting

g, that Spain cedes to tho United States tho
f Ihlllpplne archipelago and defining the tei- -
f m rltory ceded by latitude and longitude, thus

H averting controversy about tho status of
I B& the Sulu archipelago, tho article goes on
I fi tossy: "The United States shall pay to
I H ' 8Pa'n the sum of $20,000,000 within threo
F WS montn8 after the Interchange of tho rati- -

6 ifcf flcatlons of tho present treaty." It will bo
: fMj observed that the Commissioners have

M' carefully refrained from saying what tho
$ $ Bum of money Is paid for. Had they said
t jg; that this sum, or any part of it, wasgien
; j i to reimburse Spain for that fraction of tho
n j . Phlllpplno debt which had been or could Iw
1 Sj shown to havo been actually expended for
' I m the,beneflt of the islands, they would havo

s 5. established a precedent and recognired a
W' principle, which might prove highly Incon-- j

j jjp venlent at some future tlrao yhon tho sov-- f.

f erelgnty.over Cuba slll havo been assuinocl
a by an Independent government created by

f I the Inhabitants of tho Island, or whon such
sovereignty may have been transferred to

', i tne United Stutea through tho spontaneous
t' i request of tho Cuban peoplo for annoxa-- ,

' H tjon to our Union. Tho CommissloueiB
do not oven intimate that tho sum of

J K $2Q000,000, or any part of It, is given
I t to compensate Spain for tlio "build- -
St jfc lngSjj moles, barracks, fortieses, estalh- -

I W lUbmonts, publla loads nnd other real
jt propctlfty In the Philippines, which by cug-- I

torn of'rlght nro In tho publio domain,"
' I and whf by tho eighth aitlclo aro ceded"

'i f to tbo United States. Wo simply announce
:l I by tho third article, without assigning any
I reason or fjffering any explanation, that wo

hvo madoiAjp our minds to pay to Spain' I tho sum of $20,000,000. AH the traps into
whJoh we might havo fallen, had wo en- -I lered Into iny explanation whatever, haTO
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been astutely avoided by the .bald an-

nouncement of a purpose which bur mends
aro at liberty to construe as an act of mag
nanlmlty toward a vanquished and almost
bankrupt enemy.

It should be further noted that by tho
sixth article of tho treaty wo do not .agree
to rostoro the Spanish prisoners now In tho
bands of the Tagal Insurgents. Wo merely
covenant to "negotlato" for their libera-

tion, and, if successful, to transport them
to Spain at our oost. It should bo, finally,
kept In view that nowhere In tho .treaty do
wo assume any obligations name of
thefuture IndepondontBOvemmentof Cuba.
We agree that oortaln obligations with ref-

erence to that Island shall bo binding so
long as our occupation of It shall continue
With regard to what may happen after-
ward, we only promise to "advlso" tho In-

dependent govornmontat Cuba to accept
tho same obligations. .

Considered as an embodiment of cautlotis
and oxact expression, this treaty would re-

flect oredlt on tho greatest exports In Inter-

national law.

A Novel Form of "notation."
Section 1,376 of tho Now York charter

provides that tho Judges of tho Municipal
Courts of tho town, tho successors of tho
former civil or "Poor Men's Courts," shall
adopt rules not later than tho 20th day of
January, 1808, tq "provldofor,a rotation of
tho Judges In holding court in tho several
dlstrlots." Tills was one of, tho wholosomo
ohanges established by tho Charter Com-

missioners, and was designed to remedy on
evil of tho former Bystem.

In tho coses coming before these Judges,
and moro particularly tho landlord ond
tenant cases, tho samo plaintiff frequently
appears In sovoral, and, In suits for
damages or wages, tho same' defendant
Consequently, whon a Municipal Court
Judge dealt with them ho sat upon mattors
affecting his Immediate constituents to so
great on extent that thero was danger that
even unconsciously ho might bo under tho
Influenoo of political obligation, or of the
hope of attracting political support at the
ensuing election. To obviate this ovll tho
Charter Commission established the rule of
rotation of districts for the Judges. The
now method has worked well ; It has beon
oonduclvo to tho rendering of Impartial
decisions, to tho abatement of 'favoritism
and has enlarged tho Independence and In-

creased the efflclenoy of these tribunals,
which havo the determination' in a year of
moro than 100,000 oases in this county.

Tho Board of Municipal Courts at its
meeting of Saturday lost, however, adopted
a designation of Judges for the year 1899,
which, although ostensibly In conformity
wlththiBrulo of " rotation," defeats practi-
cally tho ends sought by tho charter. By
this arrnngemont each Judgo Is to sorvo in
the district from which ho was elected In
tho months of January, March, May, July,
August, October, and December, or seven In
all. Only In tho other five months Is there
to be the required "rotation." In other
words, the provisions of the charter are to
be complied with during a part of the yoar
only, and It appears, too, that In the month
of October, tho month preceding tho next
municipal olection In which a majority
of these Judges oro to be reelected or
their successors are to be voted for, tho
schedulo carefully assigns them to the dis-

tricts from which they were chosen. Again,
by suspending tho rulo of rotation svery
second month, except in summer, a con-

dition is established which is certainly not
compatible with tho purpose of the charter.
As tho local Judgo holds court every nlter-nat- o

month, tho opportunity is deliberately
offered to plaintiffs and defendants to
struggle to bo heard or not to bo heard by
that particular Judgo.

This is, In effect, a return to tho method
which the Charter Commissioners sought
to abolish, which it had been popularly
supposed was abolished until by this round-
about method It was revived. Tho right to
impartial and dispassionate trials In the
municipal courts can be preserved best by
observing tho intentions of the New York
city charter rather than by evading them.

Science and Immortality.
Prof. John TnowDniDQEof Harvard Uni-

versity discusses In tho Independent the
question of "Physical Science and the Doc-tiino-

Immortality," but he comes to noth-
ing except this in his concluding wordB :

" We tlnu. In view of the idrancet of pnyilcAl
deuce, Apprar to have an Infinite capacity1 of con-

ceiving of Impressions ivhfch ir ay come from reglona
far transrendlns tne narrow limits of this earth;
and. In lew of this rapacity, can we believe that
this little life is rounded with a sleep from which
there is no awakening?"

That Is, all that tho scienco of Prof.Tnow-nitiDO- E

can do Is to answer a question with
a question. He leaves the whole matter In
tho soniedoubt with which ho stnrtcd out.

Ills labor was In aln; every attempt to
deal with tho doctrlno of immortality by
the methods of physical scienco must fall.
It Is an nrtlclo of faith boyond tho pos-

sibility of demonstration by science.
Scienco Is knowledge, and thero Is no knowl-
edge extending boyond tho grave.

Our religious neighbor has wasted its
space in printing tlio article of Prof, Tnow-hhidu- e;

indeed it has stimulated doubt of
immortality rather than strengthened faith
In thodoctrino. It has sought to harmonize
tho Ineooncllable, for scienco as solonce
can gho no standing to faith, nor has faith
anything to do with science. I'nlth concerns
niatteiswhlcheanuot bo proved scientifical-
ly. If they could bo demonstrated physi-
cally faith would notexlst. Science dealsonly
with the lttiowable; faith stretches out into
a realm which Is altogether unknowable.

When, accordingly, a tellglous paper sub-
mits its fultli In thf judgment of science
It Burivmleis its wlmln case. If Immor-
tality ioiiIiI Ik prosed wlentlflcally the
wholo foutid.itlon of theology, of religion,
would bo ilihiio)pd, and nothing would be
left exeppt n system of morals established
by cxpeiience, ns practically expedient for
tho maintenance of society.

Wrecked Vessels anil Registry,
Somo cxtramriinaiy statements are mado

in the report of tho Seiiuto Commlttoo on
Commeivo upon tho pending bill regarding
reglbtry for fiuolgn-bull- t vessels wrecked
in our waters nnd afterward bought and
repalied lmo. Tho statute allows a regis-
ter or enrollment to bo issued to such a
vessel If tho repairs equal " three-fourth- s

of tho cost of tho vessel when so repaired."
But tho pending bill excludes this vessel
from our coasting trado or fisheries, on pen-
al ty of forfeiture. Secretary Oaoe commends
tho mrasure, and tho Senato commltteo
Buys It will tend to protect American ship-
yards from the competition of foreign-buil- t
vessels In tho American coastwise trade
nnd to prevent speculation In American
registers. The bill applies only to ships
hereafter wrooked and repaired.

Tho polloy of prohibiting forelgn-bull- t
vessels from engaging In coastwise trade Is

I

familiar among commercial nations. Our
wn laws 6n'lhe subject go' baok lo h103,

and woro rovised In 1817. Undor them
our coast, river and lako tonnage aggre-
gated at the oloso of the fiscal year 1897
nearly 4,000,000 tons. It is In sotting
forth therounds for oxoludlng foreign-bul- jt

vessels from thin trade that tho Son-

ata report ls1most striking, A wrecked for-

eign vessel which Is sold for $20,000 and
repaired for $40,000, making her cost to
her new American owners only $00,000,
" can and does oorhpeto with an American-bui- lt

'ship that cost' from $200,000 to
$800,000," and this, says th Senate oopv-mlttc- o,

If allowed In tho coasting trade,
takos 4UBlnoss from Amorlcan-bul- lt ships,
and gives tho repaired craft an earning of
twenty io thirty per cent on tho Invest-

ment In her, whllo tho Amorlcan built ships
earn only four or flvo. It costs $15 to $20
per ton and thoy cost from $75 to $100.

Wlon tlio bill was before tho Sertato com-

mlttoo It was shown that three wrecked
forolgn-bul- lt vessels woro Bold for $20,1)10,

aiid coslt $123,709.70 for repairs, making a
total of $150,019.75, nnd thon wero In-

sured In the coastwlso trnde for $525,000,
" making tho lnoreaso In vnluo owing to
American registry nlono $374,380.25," or
an averago of neatly $130,000 for'each
vessel. Tho commltteo puts tho ordinary
lnoreaso in round numbers at $100,000 for
a vessel, and calls It an amount conferred
on tho vessol by "tho prlvllcgo or fran-
chise of taking part In our coastwlso trade."
It is the uniform rulo that such veseelB stay
here for1 this trade; "their owners novor
take them back to tho country whero thoy
wore Utillt."

It may bo suggested that wrecked nnd re-

paired forolgn-bull-t vessels aro rather ex-

ceptional In our 'merchant marl no, and so
Indeed they nro. Tho capital Invested In
tho .ships of our coastwlso trado Is put at
,$200,000,000; nnd whllo slnco 1890 our
yards havo built, 1, 776,824 tons for tho
coast, river and lako trado, at a cost of
$103,000,000, during tho samo time only
about 44,700 tons of forelgn-bul- lt wreoked
vessels havo been repaired and admitted to
American registry. Ip cloven years pro-cedi-

tho report tho amount had been 71,-07- 2

tons. But this document proceeds with
the remarkable statement that, In order
to get nn American enrollment nnd admis-
sion to tho coastwise trade, "foreign ves-

sels aro often wreckod In our waters for
that purpose alone." Tho objoot and spirit
of .our statuto has been violated, It is
declared, "In many instances." Tho law
Itself, In fact, "furnishes an opportunity
for fraudulent statements and estimates as
to tho cost of repairs. Thcso repairs are
often made to amount to threo times as
much as actually expended. In many in-

stances owners of wrecked vessels have
been known to go baok for twelve or fifteen
years and take Into account tho cost of re-

pairs during that timo as being a part of
the; cost of repairing tho vessol after being
wrecked."

If theso statements are correot, tho pend-
ing bill would find its strongest Justifica-
tion, apparently, not In tho actual proportion
of damago done to the ooastlng trade by
theso isolated Instances of foreigners creep-
ing in, but in the frauds thus alleged to bo
perpetrated, tho use of tho woids "often"
nnd "In many instances" making tho
charge still moro striking.

One provision of tho pending bill Intended
to check frauds is that hereafter tho statu-
tory percentage of repairs shall be reckoned
on the "appraised value" of the vessol when
repaired, and not on tho "cost," ns provided
now. It Is not specified how the appraise-mont,sha- ll

bo made, but that Is a matter of
detail. It may bo added that tho report
gives a list of owneis engaged in the coast-
wise and lako and river trades who favor
tho bill, representing 933,008 tons of ship-
ping, with n valuation of $72,420,000. To
these are added many leading ship and
englno builders, like tho Cramps, tho Har-
lan and Holllngsworth and Newport News
companies, and the Union, Bath, Morgan,
Qulntard and other Iron works.

The Nice Words of an English Novelist.
Mr. Halt, Caine, tho author of somo

novels In which somo of our peoplo hae
shown much Interest, cumo to this country
Bovernl months ago to supervlso the pro-

duction upon tho stagoof a rather gloomy
play he had mado out of ono of thoso novels.
It was, a prudent thing for him to do, be-

cause a successful play brings In much
money to tho author, and tho manner of
Its- - first production is likely to determine
Its fate with tho public.

Having brought out Ills play, howover,
Mr. nAiili Caine has returned to England
and proceeded to put upon himself un-
necessary labor by publishing his views on
this country for tho purposo of tickling
its national vanity. Ho speaks very
nicely of us. "I lovo Ameiica," ho says,
" becaufco It Is big and because Its bigness
is constantly Impressing tho Imagina-
tion and stimulating tho heart." Ho
"loves" us for various reasons, but,
"abovo nil," and "In splto of all tho
shallow judgments of superficial observ-
ers," because we aro " the most rhildllko In
nntlonal character, tho easiest to movo to
laughter, tho readiest to bo touched to
tears, tho most absolutely truo in impulses
and the most generous in upplauBo."

Now, that is nice of Mr. Halt, Cauje,
for he might havo said very disagree-
able things about us, after tho fashion
of somo other visitors from abroad, men,
too, who went back with their pockets
stuffed out with American money. Ho might
hao drawn tho inference that
our "childlike" national character, ub it
seemedto him, and our disposition to gush
over' his play, ns It seemed to him, woro
BUggestlvo of a " freshness " amusing to the
seasoned sensibilities of foreign superiori-
ty, but ho liked It all and only loved us the
more because of It.

A precept of our religion bids all men
to lovo their neighbors, and it an English-
man loves us ho deserves credit for obedi-
ence to tho Christian rule; but as tho Amer-
icans nro a Aery busy peoplo who have no
time to Inquire how othor peoplo feel to-

wardthem, they may be Interested In know-
ing of tho affectionate regard and approval
of Mr. Halt, Cainb. They understand very
well, however, that In tho long run tho
love of foreigners Is of no practical use
to them unices it Is accompanied by a
wholesome respect for tholr strength nnd
ability, and Is not duo to mere tondor con-
sideration for their childlike character. Ac-

cordingly, we are going on to make our navy
more poworful and to increase our army, so
that whether foreign pooples lovo us or not,
wo can push along our way undisturbed.
Americans are determined to got ahead In
tho competition even if thereby they eond a
chill over Buch tendor affection. " Childlike
In national charactar" as they may bo In
Mr. Hali. Oaine's view, they bavo kept up
slnoo the days of Ben Franklin a sufficient
supply of hard common sense to enable
them to get along without the lovo of for-
eigners in that unsentimental struggle.

Thoy prefer strong meat to pap. Moreover,
thero is In American enough of critical dis-

crimination to cnablo thorn lo distinguish
between the Judgments of solid sense nnd
tho gusjj of flattering sentlmontolfem'
Mrs. TnoiAora, In tho old days, wroto
somo very nasty things about Amorlca
after having visited us, and Ctu.ni.Ea
Dickens published somo American
notes, but even tholr had In It an
element of sploo moro appotlzlng than Mr.
Halt, Caine'b sweet words.

Clover English writers of fiction whose
books had bocn read very extensively by
our peoplo have acquired tho habit Of com-
ing over hero to put thomselvos on publio
exhibition, at tho risk of destroying the pic-

tures of their personality created by tho
imaginations of their renders. This has
beon the rasher In thorn slnoo for somo
reason orothcr tho popular English nov-
elists of tho poriod do notsoom to fill outthat
picture very satisfactorily. In stead of look-
ing In tho flesh Ukohorocs of genius and

rather grooms and bagmen. An inscrut-nbl- o

Provldenco seems to havo ohoson
very unlmposlng enrthom vessels In which
to put tho story-tollin- g Imagination of con-

temporary England. Of courso, that Is a
small mattor ; the cssontlal mattor is not
tho vessol, but its contents ; and wo only
call attention to it to suggpst that tho vessol
might' prudently bo kept on tho othor sldo
of tho' ocean, and simply its contents ex-

hibited tiero.
Asto Mr. Halt, Oaine, wo can assure him

that ho can go on In tho pursuit of his busi-
ness of writing novels and dramatizing
thorn, If ho wishes, without fooling tho load
of any obligation to lovo us or to toll us of
his lovo.

Mr.'llonr Yields.
In tho Sonato Monday Mr. HoAn pre-

sented fourteen petitions, representing a
grand uprising of 108 persons against tho
annexation of tho Philippines. As the Sen-

ato was not in session Friday and Saturday,
tho 108 signatures represent two days'
work of the League.

According to tho Washington correspond-
ent of tho Boston Globe, 'Mr. Hoab has said
to another Senator that ho will vote for tho
treaty. Indeed, there Is no reason why ho
should bo moro extreme in1 his opposition
than his fellow tho Hon.
William Jennings Bryan Is. Ho can agree
to tho trenly and reservo tho privilege of
doing afterwards what he can to prevent
the "beginning of tho ruin of the republic"

As to tho popular support which Mr.
HoAn's labors to beat annexation nro likely
to reoeUe, tho number or want of number
of tho petitions which tho
League sends him Is sufficiently Instructive.

It seems by a despatch from Macon In
Georgia that reports havo boon published In
certain newnpapers alleging that Major-Ge-

James H. Wilson is nurslne a grievance, and
that because of It he IsthinMngof roslsnlnchts
commission. Accordingly one of his aides
denies by his authority that Gen. Wilson has
any such Icriovnnoo or any such intention.
"He-ha- s no expectation of quitting," says this
aldo, "until the Government signifies that It
bss no longer any use for his services " Gen.
WilsOn, who is ono of tho most resourceful and
most experienced of living American soldiers,
returned to the military service on the outbreak
of the war with Spain, and he has discharged
his duties with distinguished ability with
a view to the glory of his country, rather than
courting favor or applause for himself. Ho has
done no posing, and has had as much reason to
cultivate a personal grievance as other officers,
but ho has been too busy with his military
responsibilities to givo any time to that Indus-
try, andnocomplalntof any sort has come from
him. It is fortunate for the United States that
it has in its son Ice so eminent, so gallant and
so faithful a soldier as Gen. Wilson, and tho
time when, to uso tho words of his aide, tho
services of such an officer will be useful no
longer to tho Government can net er come.

New York was founded nearly three hun-
dred roars ago. At the ond of the 275th year of
its existonce the snowplougb of tho street rail-
road was doing about all that was done in the
way of aystematlo interference with the snow
In tho streets. Yet New York oxpanded stead-
ily in reputation, beauty and prosperity. 'With
the growth ot wealth and scienco, luxury be-

came more desirable In tho eyes ot the pub-
lic and they raised tho standard of street
cleaning. To-da- y tho streets aro cleaned In a
mnnncrthat would have made tho Inhabitants of
the last generation emlgrato for fear of the city
being doomed to bankruptcy. It may not bo so
well cfoaned as when the lato Col. Wamno
managed the Cleaning Bepartmont, but it Is
clean enough to put among tho fancies of the
irresponsible the charge that the grip now
prevalent is a result ot poor cleaning.

Tlia " mining of Ilryan."
From the Waihinoton Timet.

It Is evident that Mr. Bryan would rather he wrong
than President. Hardly has he removed hlsshouldar
straps before he proclaims to the world that the pur-
pose of his retirement from tho army Is to enter on
a crusado against American territorial expansion.
Turning bis back on a century of the proudest tra-
ditions and most glorious arhiev ements of the Demo-
cratic party, he repeats the time-wor- n and often re-
futed arguments aud cries of his party's enemies.

At every progressive step In which they led tha
country, avery step that has added so much to the
greatness of the republic, the Democratic leader of
old met obstructionists who foresaw the same
calamities Mr. llryan now describee as our doum. No
men cherished a moro profound regard for the
essential principles of the Constitution, but tbey
were impatient of the abuse of Its ajuelj-- Implied
limitations to prevent the reallzaUon of the very
desUny it was the chief purpose of the Constitution
to promote. Every argument made against the
acquisition of territory, "without the consent of the
people involved," that is heard a , waa thundered
into tho ears of Jefferson and a long line of Demo-
cratic expansionists. To day we enjoy therlch frulta
of thf Ir forrsluht. and the nation la far stronger and
its Influence far tnnreeitenslve for their courage and
their contempt of the cries of the timid,

In spite of tho fellowship of a few Democrats of
prominence, Mr. Dryan abandons his party's tradi-
tions to enter ou a conflict which he must know can
end only in defeat.

Robberies In IIfiria.m.
To THF EolTon or Tne Rtw Sir nobberlPs, as-

saults, pi tty thefts, and particularly aueak thieving,
have lately become so prevalent in Harlem that
their continuance will soon help to illxitrT.ee the city
of New York and Its police force and level it with
Chicago.

What areras to bo the cause of this audden migra-
tion of thlevca and thugs to the upper porUon of this
cityV riausible reasons present themselves to me
thusli i The precincts are entirely too large for the
number of imllce. thereby making the beat too long
for each policeman; than there are not enough msu
detailed for duty in civilian dress, and. lastly, thaprofound lethargy in which we find the present
quota ot Harlem police. It secans ridiculous for thepolice to be unable to catch a thief "occasionally,"
A lack of onergy apparently exists among them,
which suggests a good shaking np. One thing,
though, is certain, and that is, llarlem needs morepolice; its growth has been rapid that it now de-
mands what other populated sections of the city
are getting in tho shape of police vigilance.

As It is now, one can't stir out of his house for fearof finding his plaoe looted when be returns.
Speaking not for myself alone, but for all thoseconcerned, will not The Sun take up thu cudgels andaid the citizens of Harlem in procuring the protec-

tion tbey are entilbd to? ltismr.iT Vicriu.

JIarper't Monthly tor January has secured for
lta war articles tbo aervicea of Lieut. Stanton, U, 8
N. and Mr, H W.Wilson, author of "Irenclads lu
Action," and their contributions have prominent
places In the number, Mr. Howells begins the third
wedding Journey of his favorite traveller, and other
serials are continued; Capt. Speedy, 11. A., writes of
"Nubia, Miscalled the Soudan," Sidney Whitman
describes " The Sultan at Home," and Charlton T,
Lewis considers " Dlsmarck, the Man and the States-
men." other contributors add to the interest of the
number,

I

nits iruimta op "rAtm.

Its Cnntes EaplMned In flenernl Agreement
" with Views Kxprriietl by Tim Sun.

To ibk rniTon or tits Bun Sir: With a
confidence which It would scorn like presump-
tion to challenge The Bun has assumed that
Presbyterlnnlsm In New York city Is In n state
ot docllne, and out ot this comes the Inference
that tho vlrllo faith of a generation ago has

anccmlo and decadent. Tho Presbyterian
type, In the past, cortalnly reprosonted Prot-

estantism at Its best. It stood for tho deepest
Intellectual conviction, and tha most vigorous
earnestness. And if It bo Indood true that this
section of tho Church has lost "tho hiding of
Its powor," It mar bo justly regarded as an ex-

ponent of a wldor fact with regard to the whole
field ot Protestant Christianity. '

Tho more' feature! ot a Presbyterian form ot
ehurohllfo is In Itself no blight upon progress,
and If, nnder Its sway, the frontiers of tho
kingdom ot righteousness havo mado no

rdvahco; we must'explore for the more
adequate causes boyond that may seomto ac-

count for It.
I dltsont from the implication In tho editorial

ot last Sunday's Hun that It Is due to a decline
in the 'powor of tho pulpit. In thoroughness of
eduoatlonnl otiulpmont. In Intellectual lcor
and oulturo. In moral onrnostness and general
capability, our modern American pulpit will
not suffer by comparison with the luminaries
of former days. I venture to affirm th'it
Jonathan Edwnrds would affect voryow people
in modern Now York as ho onco moved strong
men to grasp the pillars ot his old church In
Northampton. I doubt if any ot tho groat
matters of utterance, who mado men weep or
tremble, could produce n ripploworo they to
reappear.

The modern pulpit has to eompeto with
10.000 distractions which were absent fifty
years ago. If there Is somo occasional "smart
pulpiteering.',' which "makes tho Judicious

we may Indulgently pardon these
when we remember that thoy are

merely trying to outsound the din of surround-
ing life.

Tho matorlal odlflco of the Madison Squaro
Presbyterian Church Illustrates the situation.
Years ago Its spire rose stately and Imperial,
and the wholo structure ot ertopped everything
In its lclnlty. But tho ast building which
nowovorshndowslt throws It into such rela-
tive Insignificance that it has ceased to wear
evon an aspect of dignity. And there It stands,
a melancholy witnoss to the truth that a now
era ot overwhelming secular development Is
rolling In upon us which threatens to engulf
oven our reminiscences of those truths ot tho
spiritual world which tho ohurches stand to
proolalm.

It may bs true that faith .Is in a state of de-
cadence, but lot it not be attributed to any

It is asphyxiated
the servants of tho

Gospel havo to make tho most desperate efforts
to win any Interest or consideration. Men aro
no longer susceptible to tho appeals whlohonoe
stirred them: tho chords ot sensibility are too
relaxed to ibrato undor whatever skilful hand
may play upon them. A venerated and distin-
guished Presbyterian divine recently said to
the writer: " Tho days of the great revivals are
past; the efforts of oen the strongest evan- -
relists seom to be either futile or ephemeral. Iftave never known vital religion to bo so low

pulsed; Its prospoets aro gloomy."
If, then, the question be raised. Why should

not Presbyterfanlsm. with all Its splendid
equipment, dominate New York? lot tho answer

'be. there Is little room or hospitality In a storil-Ize- d
ago for tho higher spiritual truths and

principles which It Inculcates. It Is out of
harmony with Its environment.

Nor does It comfort ub to witness tho alleged
rapid growth ot churohesof the ritualistic typo
For what Is a surer token of the deoadence of
fnith than a lapse Into a form or a ceremony?
What Is such worship but a sedative for all
serious thought ? and does It not localize in a
transaction what should be distributed through
all the life?

Tho waning of faith may bo tracod to othor
causes An impaired ens ot the authority of
the sacred scriptures is supposed by many to
haorut religion at its present disadvantage.
Tho higher crltlo lias insinuated so many
doubts about thocomposltlonof those writings,
that many liae fancied that they stand dis-
connected with any hoareuly sourco.

Hucbnn Impresffon inny encourage unfalth.
but it is not the causo of it That cause has
been indicated by tho poet Wordsworth: "Tho
world Is too much with us. late and soon." In-
haling its mephltic air, our eyes becomo too
glared to have any visions of things unseen
and eternal. Ulbtkr.Kingston. Sec. 31.

The Dndy Contract in Havana.
To TnEEDiTonor TnK Bun .Sir: The Been-in- g

Pott of yesterday has a leading oditorial.
written in Its characteristic style, upon Mr. M.
J. Dady and tho Hnana contract. It Is n'
tissue ot misstatements and misrepresenta-
tions from beginning to end. nnd shows utter
contempt for facts when its editor wishes to bo
particularly insulting, nbusle and vicious.

To quote from this model editorial: "Mike,
being out ot a job in these parts because of the
dominance of political Influences with which ho
Is not in sympathy, turned his eyes to Ha una
soon after Bpnin lost possession of Cuba, and
began to examine it as a Hold for ' plums.' He
established friendly relatlonswlth tho expiring
Autonomist Council in Havana, and on Friday
last induced It to award him a $12,000,000 con-
tract for a sewer system of the city."

Mr. Dady, In 1894. sent to Havana Mr. Daniel
MoKellar for the distinct purposo of obtaining,
if possible, a contract for paving and sewering
the city. Upon Mr. MoKellar's reports Mr.
Dady subsequently sont Mr. livrne, civil en-

gineer, to make a critical examination and full
survey of tho city. Mr. Byrne, with a corps of
assistants, spent several months in his work.
Three distinct propositions. Involving as many
engineering problems and sanitary conditions,
were submitted to the authorities of the olty.
After long and critical examination of the sev-
eral plans, the authorities submitted thorn to
Captain-Gener- Wuylerforapnroval. and he. In
turn, submitted thorn to a Colonel of tho ngi- -.

neor Corps, sont from Madrid for tho purposo of
examining the sanitary oonditlon and needs ot
the city. This officer approved one of tho
plans, suggesting some modifications, and lator
on the wholo subject was submitted lo Madrid
for flnal approval. Tho Madrid Government In
time returned tho documents to Captain-Gener-

Weyler. with Instructions to anprove them.Unfortunately they reached Havana only a few
days prior to Gen. Weyler's departure for
Hpaln, and be tailed to attach Ills signature to
them.

Instead of obtaining the contract In tho dos-
ing days of bpanlsh Intluenco In Cuba, Mr.
Dady has worked upward of four yours in
reaching tho position ho now holds, whatever
that may be.

The oditorial ot tho Evening 7if ovldonces
comploto ignorance ot thn subject or is" a

misrepresentation or facts, In either
case coupled with vulgar details so character-
istic ot its editorial page.

Ono moro point. Thu editor of the I'oat statos
that Gen.(V) Clous called the attention ot
Captain-Gener- Caatnllanos to tho Dady con-
tract, "convincing him so thoroughly of its
hasty and character that he

at once to order the Council to annul It.
whloh it must do." This statement may or
may not be true, but it tnio Col. Clous seems to
be as ignorant of tho subject as Is tho edltorot
the Ermnq Jitl. It seems probabla that Col.
Clous has been grossly Imposed upon; if so,
by whom and for what purposo 7 Will the
Evening J'ott put Itself to tho trouble and ex-
pense of ascertaining ? A. 8, F.

New York. Doc, 20.

A Question for the Holidays Nelson and
Dewey.

Te the Editor or Tun Sun Sir: Will some of
your readers, through the courtesy of your valuable
columns, come forth with facta and figures regard-
ing the comparison of the achievements of Nelson
at Trafalgar and Dewey at Manila.

It must be borne In mind that the battle of Manila
was won with the loss of only one manl

Where is the comparison T

Taking tonnage vs. tonnage, guo vs. gnntnotfor-getUn- g

the Bpanlsh ahore batterlea), whose waa the
greater achievement?

BaooiMH, Dec. 31, T, a, q.

K. P. U. Flagg,
To thf Eorron or The Bum Sif E. Pluribua

TJaum Xiagg is a Government pensioner living In or
abont Itaabvllle, Tenn , whose paid aad cancelled
cnecka are on file at this office, F, M. JTobOim,

U, B, Nrw Yoax Orrr, Deo. 10,

A Prophet of Evil on the North IMver.
To Tne EDrro, or Tub Boh Sir; Let your re-

porters sharpen their pencils. The calamity long
predicted is not far away, The pilots of the North
Illver ferryboats are mad in the taking of ohanoes.
I am a commuter on the Central. Within a week we
have twice rubbed up within a bair'a thickness ofwholesale muider. r'irst, it as n Noah's Ark ofvast tonnage, loaded with freight cars. We stopped
in the nick of time, sating our souls by the skin ofour teeth, Next It wis a big freight steamer of
ri.OOO tons at. least Hlie could not atop nor alow
down. Our mad pilot stopped just as bell waa open-in-

The big ship, staroil, went hard tu starboard.
Aud this sort of thing happeus about every day. (let

Oiu. . luxcr.New Yobe, Deo. 21,

The Dny' Work,
To the Editob or The SuM-.- Sir; I never con-

sider tbe work of the da finished unUl I have read
TuBBtnr. , CUABLXJlLKlIIItxI,

NwaM,Dc. 20,

ChANOXD COXDITZOX8 11T CtttlA.

Commissioner Porter Report on nis Obier-vntln-ni

In Santiago Province,
WAsniNOTON, Doe. 22. Tho first ot a series

ot reports on the Industrial, commerolal and
financial conditions In Cuba, especially In San-
tiago province was submitted to tho Becrctarr
of the Treasury to-d- by Itobert P. Porter,
the special Commissioner appointed by the
President to visit Cuba and Porto Itlcd. The
lint report is moro or less general In charac-
ter and deU with a number ot matters whloh
were observed br Mr. Porter during his recent
visit to Santiago nrovlnce. After an opening
paragraph In which he says that he visited
Cuba in accordance with Instruction from the
Treasury Department, the report says:

"A visit to Santiago should givo relief to
those suffering from 'the oraven fear of being
great.' for there may be found much that if
encouraging. In this urovlnoe ot Cuba may
be seen In full operation the work which the
Government of tho United Statos has been Im-

pelled to undertake, and hero may be studied
the character of the forces upon whloh tho
peoplo ot tho United States must rely In 'the
work ot reconstruction now In progress.

"Tho machinery ot government Is running
with a fair degree of smoothness and tho men
reaponslblo tor It, from the humblest official
to tho capable commander of tho proylnoo, un-
derstand tholr business and are masters of tho
situation. Kvery department ot the publio
servlco is carrying on its work, the only differ-
ence apparent to ono so recently in parts of
Cuba still in the possession ot Hpaln being' In
the absence of Spanish soldiers and tho more
businesslike methods of the ofllolalri.

"Looking backward five months and pictur-
ing Santiago in July and comparing It with the
more hopeful conditions existing on all sides
at the present moment. It Is easy to discern
the omens whloh point to the coming pros-
perity ot the whole island, under intelligent
and honest government."

Commissioner Porter has a good deal to say
In the report In regard to tho collection of the
taxes nnd the distribution of the funds thus
obtained in public works and in defraying mu-
nicipal and provincial expenses. Ho says! "Intne opinion of your Commissioner It will be agreat stroke of wisdom to apply tho municipal
taxes to local puriosos, and. so far as practical
ble. to.havo them collected and distributed by
properly constituted local authorities. Tho
rural districts or Santiago do Cuba have been
so depleted that it will be Inirxisslblolto oallect
taxes over and above those neodad for the bare
nootsilties of schools, for the .poor, and possi-
bly small sums to Improve sanitary conditions.
The dawn of prosperity should, howover, bo
tbo signal for Inaugurating1 systematic work
on tho country road."

In regard lo the' plan of government to be
followed In various localities. Mr. Porter says:

Methods of local administration differ so
greatly in different provinces of Cuba that the
wisdom of appointing a Gov ornor or oommand-e- r

for each provinco is unaussUonod. as much
latitude as possible to be given theso officials.
The provincial Governors should bo given
power to decide all questions appottalnlng to
local matters, for tho fewer tho references to
Havana the sooner the peoplo of Cuba will re-
alize the difference bstween Spanish posses-
sions and the united States occupancy.

"The seoret of Oon. Yood's success in San-
tiago Is entirely due to the fact that he has
had good judgment, the courage to use it and
full cower In Santiago province to exorcise
both. In the opinion of your Commissioner,
the supervising power over tho civil depart-
ment commander should be made nl far os
possible advisory on suoh matters as relate to
the general welfare of all the people of the Isl-
and, but all department questions should be
sorupulously relegated tothe provincial Gover-
nors. There will, of course, havo to be somegeneral scheme Inaugurated as to the collec-
tion aad the expenditure ot tho general reve-
nue " ,

The report concludes with a high tribute to
the efficiency of the Custom House service atSantiago, and a full description otthe harborImprovements most noeded at ports on tho
southern coast ot Cuba, principally Santiago
and Clentuogos.

Commissioner Porter will soon submit sep-
arate reports on tho mining intorssts of San-
tiago, a supplemental retiort on the currency,
on the testimony of tho Chamber of Commrcoregarding tho commercial noorts of Santiago
and on tho fiscal and economic conditions of
the island of Jamaica.

COALIKO BTATZOJf AT OUA3T.

-- ho Navy Department Preparing to Take
Formal Possession of tbe Island.

WAsnihOTON. Dec. 22. Orders have been
Issued by tho Navy Department preparatory to
taking formal possession of the tslandof Guam,
ceded to tho United Statos by the treaty of
Paris, and establ'jhlng a naval coaling station
there. Directions have been sent to the gun-
boat Bennington at Honolulu t; proceed to the
island and make a survey of the harbor ot St.
Luis d'Apra, the principal port. It was Into
this harbor that tho cruiser Charleston sailed
during the war and bombarded 'an ancient
fort, much to the surprise of the Spanish com-
mandant, who had not heard ot the beginning
ot hostilities and believed that a salute In his
honor was being fired. Tho commandant,
with the officers and men ot the Spanish garri-
son, wero taken to Manila an prisoners of war,
ana since then only one United States vessel
has visited Guam

In preparation for th establishment of the
station the eolllor Brutus lias been sent from
Manila by Admiral Dewey with a cargo of coal
to be deposited at St. Luis d'Apra. The auxil-
iary cruiser Yosemlto. formerly one or the
Morgan liners, which was recently ordored to
the Asiatic station, has been selected as tho
station ship for the Guam naval station. She
will go from Norfolk by the Suez Canal route,
and after delivering to Admiral Dewey between
400 and 500 bluejackets and marines for tho
vessels In Philippine waters, will proceed to
Guam. The duties of the Yossmlte will be
principally to act as a means of communica-
tion between Guam and Manila. She will
make frequent cruises around the Island. No
commandant of the new naval station has been
selectod. bur It Is lll.ely that Commander
George E. Itleof the Yosemlte will bo assigned
to the duties ot the place In addition to thope
on shipboard. The Bennington, Commander
E. D. Taussig, will receive her orders about
Jan. 1 and will start as soon as she can be
mado ready for surveying duty.

Arrangements for establishing the new coaling--

station at laco-Paz- o harbor, Samoan
Islands, aro being hurried. Orders have been
Issued for tho watershlp Inls, which accom-
panied the Oregon and tha, Iowa from New
York to tho I'aclllc. to go from Callao to Saxaoa.
ind the collier Abarenda has also been ordered
there to deposit tho nucleus of the coal supply
at tho station.

VNDER-TnOLT.E- CHEAPEST 1IE11E.

Cnble Cheaper for Chlcngo Statistics of
Cost by the Car Mile.

The Railroad Gazette publishes to-d- some
figures ot the cost of operating street railroads
In New York and Chicago from a paner read
at StevenB Institute by Arthur J. Wood. Whllo
the electric-condu- it roads are operated hero at
a cost ot 10 23 cents a car mile. In Chicago tho
cost for trolley roads Is 13 051 conts. The
cable roads in Now York cost 1035 cents a
car mile to run. whllo In Chicago the cost Is
only 10 700 cents. In Connecticut nlnotoentrolley roads, eaoh of which carries moro than
n million passengers a vcar, show an average
working cot per oar mile of 13 83 cents. Thofigures for New York and Chicago are;

. .Vew 1'orA. i . CMcago ,
Kleclr c
I'oniiuM. Cabfe. TrttUu, Calle.Transportation it.ir. 7.78 K 084 4 687

Maintenance of way , ,33 3.64 1,482 1,278
Power 1.70 201 1.0B3 1.151Oeneralixpenses 1,22 2 07 2.6U3 2.5W4
Maintenance of equip-

ment 88 ,K4 1,000 1.118
Total per car mile ..10.28 It) 85 I8.0otlo.70i

Miles run I AVte 1'orlr. CMcaao.
Cable 11.UD1.000 I,6fl2,fll0
Klectrlo .. , ... . 7,UO,ooo 24.o78.onoHome. ln.UVB.OOO 108,880

Mr, Wood holds that New York can afford to
build electrlo conduit roads, but other citiescan't, For thom the cable Is choaper.

UIBTOIIICATj FAPEEH TO ItEtlAIX.
Those Itelntlng to tho Ceding of I,oul!lana

Will lie Kept in Havana.
Nkw Orleans, Doc. 22,-- The Louisiana al

Society some time ago appealed to Dr.
Joaquin F. Lastres. President of the University
ot Havana, to obtain from the Governor-Gener-

of Cuba permission to retain in Havana
all the historical archives of Louisiana and
Cuba, Instead of removing them to Spain. This
roqueet was duo to tlio fact that the Spaniards,
when they surrendered Louisiana to Franco In
1H02. to be subsequently turned over to thri
Unltod States, removed all the archives anddocuments relating, to the early history
of the colony of Louisiana, which papors aro
now In Havana It was feared thut the Span-
iards on retiring from Cuba would take thopapers to Spain. Tlio jyMiiaiann HistoricalSociety has received from Dr Lastres Infor-
mation that the request has been granted.
He incloses a copy of ths decree of tho
Oovernor-Oenern- ! of Cuba that none ot tiie
historical documents or papers shall be re-
moved. A request will probably be made to
have the papers affecting Louisiana returnedhere. The Cuban papers will be taken Inchtrge by a Cuban historical society to bo toonorcanlred.

A CHANNEL TO THE Mtat.

The Project for Dredging New fork narbor
Presented to the House Committee,

Wasiunoton, Dec. 22. New York's desire to
have n 40-fo- ohannol from the Narrows to
the sea by the direct route known as the East
Channel was presented to the Committee on
Itlvers and Harbors y by a delegation
representing all of the commercial association
bf the city. Tho delegation urged upon tha d
committee the necessity for the construction
ot tho proposod channel, the cost of whloh la
estimated at $5,840,000 and the period re-

quired to drodgo It ten years. A 35-fo- ohan-nelo-

bo dredged for $4,510,000. but in view
of tho prospective Increase in the sire nnd
draught of vessels, all the speakers advocated
the doeper channel.

A general presentation ot the case was mad
by Ambroso Bnow ot tho Merchants' Associa-
tion. Ho urged as wall tho Improvement and
deepening of the Day Itldgo and lied Hook
channels along tho Brooklyn shore to tho depth
of 40 nnd 20 foot reBpectlvoly.

Gustav Schwab of tho North Gorman Lloyds
gave figures to show that tho cost of ocean
transportation, llko that of railroad transpor-
tation, was constantly tending downward, the
reduction slnco 1H70 having boon from 00 to
80 per cent. This was accomplished by the
same means used bv railroad managers, ot
Increasing tho sire of loads and powor ot ma-
chinery, and if tho United States were to secure
all tho advantages following tho changes In
marine architeotnro, channels of sufllolont
depth to accommodato the now floating palaoei
and freight earrlors must bo provided.

Kmll L. lloas ot, tho Hamburg-America- n

line told tho commltteo that his company had
now seven v ossels In its fleet sailing out of New
York drawing; over 30 feet, and lhat within
two years It would bo Increased by sovon mora.
two of whloh would draw 34 feet. Ho calleol
attention to tho fact that should a oolllslon
occur In Gednoy Channel, and it was likely to
happen at any time, by which two ocean liners,
would be euhit athwart tho ohannol. ogress and
Ingress to the port ot New Y'ork would be an- - '
solutoly blocked until tho Government could
take possession ot tho wrecks nnd dear them
away. Under the present law that could n6t be
done under nlnoty days. .

Chairman Burton of the committee said they ?
woro favorable to the project prosentod by tha
delegation, and that within tho limits set tor
It tho committee would do what it could to aid
In making New York tho commercial metropo-
lis of tho world. It was restricted, he said, by
the aggregate amount to be appropriated for '

public works over which it had jurisdiction
and by the parliamentary situation. An an
proptiatlon for a work of this charaotor could
be Included In a river and harbor bill only after
a recommendation and survoy by tho Engineer
Corps. That had been omitted In this case. '

but Mr. Ward, ho said, had Introduced a reso-
lution authorizing the Secretary of War to
transmit tho survey and recommendation al-
ready mado by Gen. Ludlow. This had passed
the IIouso. and ub soon as It had been acted on
by the Senate and approved by tho President
tho committee would be in a position to carry
out tho doslres of the delegation.

NETT STREET JtAIEItOADS VPTOW1T.

Ho Objection Except from Amiterdam Ave)-nu- n

All the Way for Five Cent.
The joint committees on railroads of tha '

Council and tho Board ot Aldermen cave a
public hearing yesterday on the applications ot
tho Metropolitan and Third avenuo lines and
their tributaries for extensions in the Bronx
and the upper end of Manhattan Island. The
Klngsbridge Hallway Company, whloh Is con-
trolled by tho Third avenuo line, asked for a
franchise for a double track road, beginning at
Manhattan street and running north along the
Boulevard. Klngsbridgo road. 230th street and
Klvcrdalo avenue to tho city line.

Tho Tort George and Elevonth Avonue Com-
pany, which is controlled by tho Metropolitan,
wants to build a double track line from 130th
street nnd the Boulevard north along tho Utter
thoroughfaro to 182d street, and a branch line
east through 145th street to the Harlom Illver,
The Metropolitan Company asks for a franchise
from Fifty-nint- h street along the Boulevard to
Sixty-fourt- h street, to connect with the Eighth,
Columbusand Amsterdam avenue lines.

No ono appeared to oppose the grants, but
several representatives ot the People's Com-
mittee. Including Thomas A. Fulton, the Chair-
man, and the Jtov. John P. Peters said that '

neither the Metropolitan nor the Third Avenue
Company should get any additional franchise 1
until they promised to get along with one set of H

tracks on Amsterdam avenue. H
Edward Laubarbach, representing the Third

avenue road, spoke In favor of the grants asked .

forbyhtsllne. Ho promised a five-ce- fare frono t
ono ond of the city to tho other and defended
the Third Avenuo Company's right to lay an
electric road In Amsterdam avenue.

" Since tho Metropolitan Company installed
its eleotrlc system on that thoroughfare." ha
said. " thero has not been a stnglo death by ac-
cident. Of the gentlemen here to oppose us
ono is a clergyman and the other is an under-tak- r.

Tho scarcity of funerals In that neigh-
borhood accounts for their opposition. I sup-
pose." 'President Vreeland spoke for the Metropoli-
tan Company's applications. Ho said the lines
asked for could be built In three months after
the material for them was obtained. He also

a live-ce- fare from one end of the
letropolltan Company's lines to the other.
The committee took no action.

nOSriTAK AND STATE BOABD.

Constitution 8ays " Visit and Inspect,' and
the llonrd Propose to Do It.

In their controversy with the Society of tha
New Y'ork Hospital, tho State Board of Chari-
ties take tho position that thoy are merely ful-
filling a mandatory provision ot the amended
Constitution ot the Btate of New York dsflnins 1
the duties of tho board. Tho Constitution I
says: "The Legislature shall provide for a
State Board of Charities whloh shall visit and
inspect all Institutions, whether State,
county, munlolpal. Incorporated or not incor-
porated, which are of a charitable
eleemosynary, correctional or reformatory
character, excepting only such institutions aa
are hereby mado subject to the visitation and
inspection of either of the commissions herein-
after mentioned."

The oxceptions aro those Institutions made
subject to the visitation ot the Lunacy and
Prison commissions

Undor this section the State Board, ac-
cording to Information obtalnod yesterday,
feel that they have no option, but must try to
their utmost to visit and lnspeot all Institu-
tions of a charitable or eleemosynary charaotor
In tho Statu They Hnd itdlffloult 'to arrive at
any conclusion other than that tho New'Yorlc
Hospital Is Buoh on Institution. On this they
are likely to rest tholr case unless the hospital
contends that under Its royal charter it Is In-
dependent of this provision ot the Constitution.

AUGUSTUS TAX TTTCK, REFEREE.

To Pass on tbe Account of W. B. Catting,
Trustee for Klennor M. Hamilton.

Augustus Van Wyck, who returned to tha
practice ot tho law after his defeat for Gov
ornor, received his first appointment as refer
from Justice Truax of the Supreme Court yes-
terday. He Is to pass upon the aocounta of ,
William Bayard Cutting, who desires to retire
from tho office ot trustee of the estate of
Charles Kennedy Hamilton. Mr, Cutting says
that his physician has advised that he cut off
as much as possible matters that require his
attention. HI fellow trustees aro Eberhard
Faber and James C, Hamilton. Tho residuary
estate ot Hamilton Is to bo held In trust, so that ,
his daughter, Eleanor Margamt Hamilton. 10
years old. shall havo tho Income for life. Sho
has resided since the death of her fathor. four
years ago, with her aunt, Mrs. Louise Hovaan
Tynif. vifo of Morris A. Tyng of Summit. N. J.

Several months ago Miss Hamilton took pro-
ceedings In tho Supremo Court for the removal
of the trustees, alleging that they held a largo

mount of property belonging to her which
they were unjustly holding from her. and
which theyrelused to apply to her education
and maintenance. That proceeding seems to
havo been dropped soon after tha court ap-

pointed Goorgo B, Morris guardian to protect
lier Interests,

TALK'S NEff COMET.

It Is 180,000,000 Allies from TJs and X0O.0O0,-CO-

from the Sun.
Nkw Havbv, Duo, 22 Fred L. Chase, assis-

tant astronomer at the Yalo Observatory, who
discovered the recent comet, has just made
several additional discoveries rolatlvo to the
comot. Since Deo. 7. numerous observations
have been taken, thecomet boing well observed
Bt tho Yale Observatory with tho eight-Inc- h

equatorial on the nights of Doc. 13, 14 and 15,
which woro 'unusually clear. Tho comet passed
perihelion on nbout tho middle of Beptember
at a distance of over 200.000.000 miles from
tho sun. Its orbit Is a parabola and tho comet
la now gradually recedliigtrom the sun, though
the earth Is moving toward the comet, so that
its brightness is still increasing They are
now about lBO.OOO.OoO miles apart. Altera
few weeks the earth will draw further away
from the oomot and the latter will rapidly lose
Its brilliance.. The comet ought, however, to '

be visible with large teliscopes for two or ture s
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